
Piracy:
What’s the big deal?



Learning objective and lesson outcomes

Outcome 1:
Identify what 
copyright and 

piracy are.

Outcome 3:
Evaluate the personal 

risks involved in 
accessing film and 
TV content illegally.

Outcome 2:
Explain how online 
piracy affects the

film and TV 
industry.

Objective:
To learn about 
piracy and its 
consequences

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Learning objective and lesson outcomes (1 minute)Learning objective: To learn about piracy and its consequencesLesson outcomes:Identify what copyright and piracy are.Explain how online piracy affects the film and TV industry.Evaluate the personal risks involved in accessing film and TV content illegally.



OK or not OK?

Scott has started making 
money by selling software 
to his friends which allows 
them free access to an 
unlimited source of the 
latest films, TV shows and 
live-streamed sports 
matches. 

Imagine these three people are your friends. What do you think about each 
person’s actions? Discuss your answers with the person next to you and use 
the keywords below to help you decide. 

Eliza downloads films 
from the internet 
without paying, but she 
doesn’t sell them on. 
She sends the link 
round her friends, so 
they can all watch the 
latest films.

Kwasi never 
downloads content 
illegally from the 
internet but has been 
sent a link to Eliza’s 
file sharing site. He’s 
considering using it.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Starter (4 mins)Ask students to briefly discuss these three scenarios in pairs and decide if what is happening is OK or not OK. Challenge: Encourage students to discuss their opinions on how the two key words relate to each scenario. Note: This is a baseline assessment of students’ current understanding and attitudes relating to piracy. Therefore, try to avoid prompting them during this activity, and use their responses to guide your teaching during the lesson.Feedback as a whole class to discuss how each scenario relates to the key words and opinions on each. During the class discussion encourage students to think about why copyright matters.Note: Copyright is a type of intellectual property. Intellectual property means creations of the mind, such as literary and artistic expressions, designs and inventions which are protected by law.Prompt questions:Q. Scott is selling on the content that he pirates, but Eliza is not. Is it okay to engage in piracy as long as you’re not profiting from it? Q. Kwasi has not done anything wrong - he would never, himself, download illegal content from the internet. Does it really matter if he uses Eliza’s file sharing link as the content has already been downloaded and distributed?NotesScott - Scott is engaging in online piracy and using it to make money. He is breaking the law and not respecting the copyright of the films, TV shows and sports matches. Eliza - Like Scott, Eliza is also not respecting the copyright of the films, which belongs to the group of people who made them. Whilst what she is doing is technically breaking the law, it is unlikely she will be prosecuted for simply downloading films without paying as she isn't directly profiting. Kwasi - Kwasi should avoid using the file sharing site link, if he’s unsure about where the files originated from. 



OK or not OK?

Copyright: This means that a design or creation 
belongs to the person (or group) who created it. 
It allows the owner to protect against others 
copying or reproducing their work.

Piracy: The illegal copying, sharing or use of 
somebody else's work online, e.g. streaming 
or downloading films illegally.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Starter (4 mins)Ask students to briefly discuss these three scenarios in pairs and decide if what is happening is OK or not OK. Challenge: Encourage students to discuss their opinions on how the two key words relate to each scenario. Note: This is a baseline assessment of students’ current understanding and attitudes relating to piracy. Therefore, try to avoid prompting them during this activity, and use their responses to guide your teaching during the lesson.Feedback as a whole class to discuss how each scenario relates to the key words and opinions on each. During the class discussion encourage students to think about why copyright matters.Note: Copyright is a type of intellectual property. Intellectual property means creations of the mind, such as literary and artistic expressions, designs and inventions which are protected by law.Prompt questions:Q. Scott is selling on the content that he pirates, but Eliza is not. Is it okay to engage in piracy as long as you’re not profiting from it? Q. Kwasi has not done anything wrong - he would never, himself, download illegal content from the internet. Does it really matter if he uses Eliza’s file sharing link as the content has already been downloaded and distributed?NotesScott - Scott is engaging in online piracy and using it to make money. He is breaking the law and not respecting the copyright of the films, TV shows and sports matches. Eliza - Like Scott, Eliza is also not respecting the copyright of the films, which belongs to the group of people who made them. Whilst what she is doing is technically breaking the law, it is unlikely she will be prosecuted for simply downloading films without paying as she isn't directly profiting. Kwasi - Kwasi should avoid using the file sharing site link, if he’s unsure about where the files originated from. 



Talking about piracy with Luke and Jacqueline 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Film (4 mins)Show students the film and share the discussion questions on the next slide.



Discussion questions:

All:
• How does piracy affect the film and TV industry?
• In what ways could piracy affect individuals?

Further challenge:
• What are the most serious personal risks someone could face from piracy?
• Why might people think it is a ‘victimless crime’?
• What might help create a change in societal attitudes towards piracy?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discussion questions  (5 mins)After the film ask students to discuss the questions in pairs and reflect on what they found interesting or something new they learnt. Encourage more able learners to answer the further challenge questions.Example Answers:All:How does piracy affect the film and TV industry? (Individuals lose out on earnings through royalties, fewer job opportunities, film makers not getting paid what they deserve for their work)In what ways could piracy affect individuals? (They could be hacked, lose personal data or possibly become a victim of fraud)Further challenge:What are the most serious personal risks someone could face from piracy? (Fraud, losing personal data)Why might people think it is a ‘victimless crime’? (It may seem that nobody is directly hurt or injured from piracy, however many people are indirectly hurt through loss of wages and opportunities, or through hacking or fraud)What might help create a change in societal attitudes towards piracy? (Raising awareness of the impact and consequences of piracy)



Discuss:

• In your groups read through the scenarios,
which feature young people talking about
their experiences with piracy.

• Then complete the consequences
of piracy table together.

What are the consequences 
of online piracy?

What advice would you give to each of the young people?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Activity 1: Scenarios (20 mins)Working in small groups (3-4 students), give each student a copy of the ‘Consequences of piracy’ table to record their learning in. Hand out the ‘Scenarios’ worksheet (one per group) and give students 5 minutes (a timer on the board may be useful) with each scenario to read through, discuss and record their answers before moving on to the next scenario. At the end, as a group they must decide which consequence of online piracy they think is the most serious and why.N.B. There are two differentiated versions of the scenarios that can be used depending on year group and ability. b) In small groups or as a whole class, discuss what advice they would give to each of the young people in the scenarios about piracy. Example answers are below:Mo can let their friends and family know about the impact piracy has on people who work in the industry. They can make sure they only watch films and TV shows from trusted, legal sites.Dylan could speak to his family and friends about the personal risks of piracy and give them advice if they are considering downloading TV or film content from illegal sites. He can make sure he only watches film and TV from trusted, legal sites.Lamisah could make sure she doesn’t download any film or TV from illegal sites. If she is worried that fraud has taken place, she should report it as soon as possible to the police. She could also share the risks with her friends so that they don’t experience losing personal data from hacking. 



Piracy education challenge:

Things to think about:

• Why young people use illegal services
in the first place?

• Are there other / better solutions to these
reasons than using an illegal service?

• What can / should someone do if they
are worried
they have downloaded something that
might have a virus?

Create an idea for a one-minute social 
media video post to persuade teenagers 
(your peers) not to engage in piracy.
Use the planning worksheet to help you.

Step 1: Choose a focus

Step 2: Decide the message

Step 3: Ideas storm

Step 4: Write up and present your ideas

Piracy education challenge:

Send your campaign to Media Smart
to win some amazing prizes from our 
industry partners!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Activity 2: Anti-piracy challenge (20 mins)Students can work in groups, pairs or individually to complete this exercise. Hand each student a copy of the Anti-piracy campaign planning sheet and briefly explain each of the steps outlined on the worksheet. Ask students to discuss the ‘things to think about’ before starting as this may help inform their planning.At the end, students can present their ideas back to each other. Optional competition: Media Smart and the Industry Trust would love to see your students’ ideas for an educational video around the topic of piracy and we have some great prizes to be awarded to the most creative and persuasive submissions. Ideas can be entered as outlines, storyboards or - if students would like to extend the challenge outside of the classroom - as one-minute films. For further information, please visit: https://mediasmart.uk.com/secondary-resources/ Here are examples of some successful anti-piracy campaigns:Meet The Malwares - https://youtu.be/YpDRU29UdNw Moments Worth Paying For - https://www.youtube.com/user/MomentsWorthPaying4 Vin Diesel's Socks - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YbskH7_TpvQ See What You Did - https://vimeo.com/291916981Get It Right from a #Genuine Site - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BQYACIKuKp4



Choose one of the following terms and explain what it means; piracy, copyright.

2

In summary...

Outline two of the most prominent risks of piracy for an individual.

Describe one way that piracy affects others / the film and TV industry.

Do you have any questions on this topic that haven’t been answered yet?

Personal reflection:
How might today’s learning impact your 
attitudes or behaviour in the future?

1

3

4

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plenary (2 mins)On a post-it note, ask students to answer the following questions and hand to their teacher on the way out. This will provide a final assessment of learning, a chance for students reflect on the relevance of the lesson to their lives and ask any questions that they still might have on the topic. A personal reflection is at the end for students to consider how the learning has changed their attitudes or behaviour. Their reflections should be kept private and not shared with the class. 



Places to learn more about films, online piracy 
and online safety:

• crackingideas.com

• getitrightfromagenuinesite.org

• industrytrust.co.uk

• childnet.com/resources/downloading/home

• intofilm.org/respectforip

Remember, if there is anything you are worried 
about you can always speak to a trusted adult in 
school, such as your tutor, PSHE teacher or head of 
year.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Signposting (1 min) Explain to students that if they want to learn more about online piracy, online safety, data privacy or if they are worried about hacking, then they can visit the following websites for more information. Remind students that if there is anything they are worried about they can always speak to a trusted adult in school, such as their tutor, PSHE teacher or head of year.
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